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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
We have audited the accompanying special purpose fund financial statements of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, St. Lucie County, Florida as of and for the year ended September 30, 2014. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Special-Purpose Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these special-purpose 
financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America; this includes the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to 
the preparation and fair presentation of the special-purpose financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these special-purpose financial statements based on 
our audit.  We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Those standards require 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the special-purpose 
financial statements are free from material misstatement. 
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures 
in the special-purpose financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s 
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the special-purpose 
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the special-
purpose financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s 
internal control.  Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the 
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the special-purpose 
financial statements. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinions. 
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
 
Opinion 
 
In our opinion, the special-purpose fund financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the fund financial position of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, St. Lucie County, Florida 
as of September 30, 2014, and the changes in fund financial position and the budgetary comparison 
for the General and Special Revenue Funds for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Emphasis of Matter 
 
Basis of Presentation 
 
As described in Note 1, the accompanying special-purpose fund financial statements were prepared 
for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39(2), Florida Statutes, and Chapter 10.550, Rules of 
the Auditor General – Local Governmental Entity Audits, and are not intended to be a complete 
presentation of the financial position and changes in financial position of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
St. Lucie County, Florida.  Additionally, the special-purpose fund financial statements present only the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, St. Lucie County, Florida and are not intended to present the financial 
position and changes in financial position of St. Lucie County, Florida, taken as a whole. 
 
Other Matters  
 
Other Information  
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s fund financial statements. The statement of 
changes in assets and liabilities – agency funds is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is 
not a required part of the fund financial statements. 
 
The statement of changes in assets and liabilities – agency funds is the responsibility of management 
and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the fund financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the fund financial statements and certain additional procedures, 
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other 
records used to prepare the fund financial statements or to the fund financial statements themselves, 
and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America. In our opinion, the statement of changes in assets and liabilities is fairly 
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the fund financial statements as a whole. 
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated January 31, 
2015 on our consideration of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, St. Lucie County, Florida internal control 
over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grant agreements and other matters.  The purpose of that report is to describe the 
scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that 
testing and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards in considering the Clerk of the Circuit Court, St. Lucie County, Florida internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance. 
 
Restrictions on Use 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of Management, the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and the Board of County Commissioners, St. Lucie County, Florida, the State of Florida Auditor 
General and applicable Federal and State agencies, and is not intended to be and should not be used 
by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

Berger, Toombs, Elam, 
Gaines & Frank 
 
Berger, Toombs, Elam, Gaines & Frank 
Certified Public Accountants PL 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
 
January 31, 2015 
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ASSETS

Cash and investments 4,255,354$    692,761$            4,948,115$     
Accounts receivable 22,301 -                         22,301            
Due from other governments 57,676 -                         57,676            
Other assets 10,347 1,066 11,413            

Total Assets 4,345,678$    693,827$            5,039,505$     

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Liabilities:
Accounts payable 214,080$       3,169$                217,249$        
Accrued liabilities 251,329 11,936 263,265          
Deposits payable 955,385 -                         955,385          
Due to other governments 2,924,884 -                         2,924,884       

Total Liabilities 4,345,678      15,105                4,360,783       

Fund balances:
Restricted:

Court modernization -                     678,722 678,722          

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 4,345,678$    693,827$            5,039,505$     

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

BALANCE SHEET 

September 30, 2014
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

 General Fund 

 Public Records 
Modernization 

Fund 

 Total 
Governmental 

Funds 
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Revenues
Intergovernmental 553,788$       -$                        553,788$        
Charges for services 6,379,712 571,468 6,951,180       
Fines and forfeitures 1,694,397 438,207 2,132,604       
Interest 18,947 689 19,636            
Miscellaneous 119,262 57,616 176,878          

Total Revenues 8,766,106      1,067,980           9,834,086       

Expenditures
Current:

General government 2,385,140 -                          2,385,140       
Court related 7,237,735 823,535 8,061,270       
Capital outlay 140,698 82,680 223,378          

Debt service:
Principal -                     116,116 116,116          
Interest -                     2,846 2,846              

Total Expenditures 9,763,573      1,025,177           10,788,750     

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures (997,467)        42,803                (954,664)         

Other financing sources (uses) 
Transfers from Board of County

Commissioners 1,623,192 -                          1,623,192       
Transfers to Board of County

Commissioners (625,725)        -                          (625,725)         
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 997,467         -                          997,467          

Net change in fund balance -                     42,803                42,803            

Fund Balances - October 1, 2013 -                     635,919 635,919          
Fund Balances - September 30, 2014 -$                   678,722$            678,722$        

For the Year Ended September 30, 2014
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 

 Public Records 
Modernization 

Fund 

 Total 
Governmental 

Funds  General Fund 
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Original Final
Revenues

Intergovernmental 1,968,736$  553,788$       553,788$          -$                    
Charges for services 6,057,100    6,379,712      6,379,712 -                      
Fines and forfeitures 1,351,500    1,694,397      1,694,397         -                      
Interest 20,000         18,947           18,947 -                      
Miscellaneous 5,000           119,262         119,262 -                      

Total Revenues 9,402,336    8,766,106      8,766,106         -                      

Expenditures
General government 3,218,506    2,385,140      2,385,140 -                      
Court related 7,807,022    7,237,735      7,237,735 -                      
Capital outlay -                   140,698         140,698 -                      

Total Expenditures 11,025,528  9,763,573      9,763,573         -                      

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures (1,623,192)   (997,467)       (997,467)           -                      

Other financing sources (uses) 
Transfers from Board of County 

Commissioners 1,623,192    1,623,192      1,623,192 -                      
Transfers to Board of County

Commissioners -                   (625,725)       (625,725) -                      
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 1,623,192    997,467         997,467            -                      

Net change in fund balance -                   -                    -                        -                      

Fund Balances - October 1, 2013 -                   -                    -                        -                      
Fund Balances - September 30, 2014 -$                 -$                  -$                      -$                    

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

 Actual Amounts 

GENERAL FUND
For the Year Ended September 30, 2014

 Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

Budgeted Amounts
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Original Final
Revenues

Charges for services 635,000$      635,000$   571,468$    (63,532)$         
Fines and forfeitures 316,500        316,500     438,207 121,707          
Interest 770               770            689 (81)                  
Miscellaneous 60,000          60,000       57,616 (2,384)             

Total Revenues 1,012,270     1,012,270  1,067,980   55,710            

Expenditures
Current:

Court related 815,913        977,618     823,535 154,083          
Capital outlay 57,500          89,525       82,680 6,845              

Debt service:
Principal 134,788        116,116     116,116 -                      
Interest 2,888            2,846         2,846 -                      

Total Expenditures 1,011,089     1,186,105  1,025,177   160,928          

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over (under) expenditures 1,181            (173,835)    42,803        216,638          

Fund Balance - October 1, 2013 -                    173,835     635,919 462,084          

Fund Balance - September 30, 2014 1,181$          -$               678,722$    678,722$        

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET AND ACTUAL

PUBLIC RECORDS MODERNIZATION FUND
For the Year Ended September 30, 2014

 Variance with 
Final Budget 

Positive 
(Negative) 

 Actual 
Amounts 

Budgeted Amounts
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Assets

Cash and investments 9,162,661$     

Liabilities

Due to other governments 3,343,210$     
Agency funds on hand 5,819,451

Total Liabilities 9,162,661$     

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY NET ASSETS - AGENCY FUND
September 30, 2014
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St. Lucie County, Florida 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
September 30, 2014 
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Note 1 - Summary of the Significant Accounting Policies 
 
The summary of significant accounting policies followed by the Clerk of the Circuit Court, St. 
Lucie County, Florida, is summarized below. 
 
Reporting Entity  
 
The Clerk of the Circuit Court is a county officer as established by Article VIII, Section (1) (d) of 
the Constitution of the State of Florida. 
 
For financial statement and reporting purposes, the Clerk of the Circuit Court does not meet the 
definition of a legally separate organization and is not considered to be a component unit.  The 
the of Circuit Court is considered to be part of the primary government of St. Lucie County, 
Florida.  The financial statements contained herein represent the financial transactions of the 
Clerk of Circuit Court only and do not represent the financial transactions of the primary 
government of St. Lucie County, Florida. 
 
Basis of Presentation 
 
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the fund financial statements 
presentation requirements of GASB Statement No. 34. 
 
Fund Description 
 
The Clerk of the Circuit Court maintains financial records and accounts on the basis of 
governmental and fiduciary funds. 
 

a. Governmental Funds 
 
General Fund – The General Fund is used to account for the general operations of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court. 
 
Special Revenue Fund – The Public Records Modernization Fund is used to account for the 
proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally restricted to expenditure for specified 
purposes.  
 

b. Fiduciary Fund 
 
Agency Fund – The Agency Fund is used to report assets held in a trustee or agency capacity 
for others and therefore cannot be used to support the Clerk’s own programs.  
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Note 1 - Summary of the Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
 
Bases of Accounting, Measurement Focus and Presentation 
 
Governmental fund financial statements report using the current financial resources 
measurement focus and are maintained on the modified accrual basis. The agency fund reports 
only assets and liabilities; therefore, it does not have a measurement focus. However, it uses 
the accrual basis of accounting to recognize receivables and payables. Under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting revenues are generally recognized when they become measurable 
and available and expenditures are recognized when incurred.  Revenues collected in excess of 
expenditures are not considered earned and are reflected as liabilities. 
 
Budget 
 
An operating budget for the General Fund is prepared by the Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
submitted to the Board of County Commissioners for approval and to the Florida Court Clerk 
Operations Corporation for the court related functions pursuant to State statutes.  The Clerk 
also prepares a budget for the Public Records Modernization special revenue fund.  The 
budgets are prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. 
 
Capital Assets 
 
Acquisitions of equipment with a cost of $1,000 or more are recorded as expenditures at the 
time of purchase for governmental fund financial statements.  The equipment is reported to and 
capitalized by the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to State Statutes. 
 
Accrued Compensated Absences 
 
Accrued compensated absences reflect the liability of the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the 
employees’ rights to receive future compensation for their accrued annual leave and vested sick 
leave, since the Clerk of the Circuit Court does not, nor is the Clerk legally required to, 
accumulate financial resources to liquidate this obligation, the liability for accrued compensated 
absences is not reported in the governmental fund. 
 
Transfers 
 
All revenues and other sources in excess of expenditures in the General Fund non-court related 
operations at year-end are owed to the Board of County Commissioners in accordance with 
State Statutes. The excess fees for the court related function are owed to the Clerk Trust Fund.   
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Note 1 - Summary of the Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
 
Fund Financial Statements 
 
In accordance with Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement 54 - Fund Balance 
Reporting and Governmental Fund Type Definitions, fund balances for governmental funds are 
reported in classifications that comprise a hierarchy based primarily on the extent to which the 
government is bound to honor constraints on the specific purposes for which amounts in those 
funds can be spent. 
 
The Clerk has various policies governing the fund balance classifications. 
 
Restricted Fund Balance – This category includes amounts that have externally imposed 
restrictions or restrictions imposed by laws. 
 
Committed Fund Balance – This category usually consists of contractual obligations which 
require a formal approval from the Board of County Commissioners.  This type of fund balance 
can only be removed by the Board of County Commissioners through the same approval 
process.  This category also includes an emergency reserve which is established by the Board 
of County Commissioners.  The amount can only be used for natural and manmade disasters. 
 
Assigned – This classification includes amounts that are intended by the County to be used for 
specific purposes, but are neither restricted nor committed.  Assignments may be made only by 
the governing body or official. 
 
Fund Balance Spending Hierarchy - For all governmental funds except special revenue funds, 
when restricted, committed, assigned, and unassigned fund balances are combined in a fund, 
qualified expenditures are paid first from restricted or committed fund balance, as appropriate, 
then assigned and finally unassigned fund balances. 
 
Note 2 - Cash and Investments 
 
A. Deposits 
 
As of September 30, 2014, the total carrying amount of the deposits with qualified public 
depositories for governmental activities was $3,148,730 and the bank balance was $3,683,152.  
The carrying amount for agency funds was $5,840,541 and the bank balance was $6,831,983.  
All deposits are insured by federal depository insurance or collateralized under the provisions of 
Chapter 280, Florida Statutes.  
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St. Lucie County, Florida 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
September 30, 2014 
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Note 2 - Cash and Investments (Continued) 
 
B. Investments 
 
Custodial Credit Risk Deposits 
 
As of September 30, 2014, the Clerk had $5,110,450 invested in the AAA rated Federated 
Prime Cash Obligations Money Market Mutual Fund. The fund is held by the fund company in 
the Clerk’s name.    
 
Interest Rate Risk 

  
 The Clerk of the Circuit Court does not own individual securities and his only exposure to 

interest rate risk is the reduction in the interest earned on his investment. 
 
 Concentration of Credit Risk 
 

Section 218.401(17), Florida Statutes, limit the type of investments available to the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court for investment.  The Clerk of the Circuit Court has chosen to invest in money 
market fund accounts.    

 
Note 3 - Pension Plan 
 
The employees of the Clerk of the Circuit Court participate in the Florida Retirement System, a 
cost-sharing multiple-employer plan. 
 
The details of the plan and the funding policies are defined in the notes to financial statements 
of St. Lucie County, Florida. 
 
Member contribution rates changed effective July 1, 2011. Employee contributions of 3% are 
now required. Contributions to the plan by the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the fiscal years 
ended September 30, 2014, 2013 and 2012 were $520,473, $376,099 and $309,228 
respectively, which is equal to the required contribution for each year. The employee 
contribution portion for the year ended September 30, 2014, 2013, and 2012 was $176,737, 
$172,125 and $87,610 respectively. 
 
For those employees who elect participation in the Investment Plan rather than the Pension 
Plan, vesting occurs at one year of service. These participants receive a contribution for self-
direction in an investment product with a third party administrator selected by the State Board of 
Administration.  
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
September 30, 2014 

 
 

- 13 - 

Note 4 - Risk Management 
 
The Clerk of the Circuit Court participates in a public entity risk pool for the purpose of obtaining 
various insurance coverage other than health and life insurance.  Other members of the pool 
consist of the Board of County Commissioners and the other elected officials, except the Sheriff, 
two municipalities and another county. 
 
The operations of this public entity risk pool are outlined in the notes to financial statements of 
St. Lucie County, Florida. 
 
The Clerk of the Circuit Court along with the Board of County Commissioners, Tax Collector, 
Supervisor of Elections and Property Appraiser are self-insured for group health.  Certain former 
employees are also eligible and participate in the plan.  The financial transactions of this plan 
are accounted for in an internal service fund of the Board of County Commissioners.  The cost 
to the Clerk of the Circuit Court is based on historical claims and totaled $1,226,043 for the year 
ended September 30, 2014.  Further details of this self-insurance program are discussed in the 
notes to financial statements of St. Lucie County, Florida. 
 
Note 5 - Accrued Compensated Absences 
 
The accrued amount of annual leave and vested sick leave at September 30, 2014, was 
$673,828 as compared to $711,053, the balance at September 30, 2013. 

 
This liability is not reflected in the financial statements of the Clerk of the Circuit Court since it is 
not payable from available resources. 
 
Note 6 - Operating Leases 
 
The Clerk has entered into various leases for office equipment.  These leases are considered 
operating leases for accounting purposes.  For the year ended September 30, 2014, lease 
expenditures totaled $3,330.  Further minimum lease payments for operating leases are as 
follows: 
 

Year Ended Amount

2015 2,475$            
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Balance  Balance 

October 1,  September 30, 
2013 Additions Deletions 2014

Assets

Cash and investments 10,383,726$  113,215,577$  114,436,642$     9,162,661$       

Liabilities

Due to other governments 2,474,056$    51,266,426$    50,397,272$       3,343,210$       
Agency funds on hand 7,909,670      61,949,151      64,039,370         5,819,451         

Total Liabilities 10,383,726$  113,215,577$  114,436,642$     9,162,661$       

Clerk of the Circuit Court
St. Lucie County, Florida

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES  
AGENCY FUND

September 30, 2014
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial 
statements of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, as of and for the year ended September 30, 2014, 
and the related notes to the financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated 
January 31, 2015.  
 
Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s internal 
control over financial reporting to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of Clerk of the Circuit Court’s 
internal control.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis.  A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose 
described in the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies 
in internal control over financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies or 
material weaknesses.  We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over financial 
reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses.  However, material weaknesses may 
exist that have not been identified. 
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Clerk of the Circuit Court's financial 
statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which 
could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  
However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.  The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity’s internal control or on compliance.  This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s 
internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other 
purpose. 
 

Berger, Toombs, Elam, 
Gaines & Frank 
 
Berger, Toombs, Elam, Gaines & Frank 
Certified Public Accountants PL 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
 
January 31, 2015 
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St Lucie County, Florida 
 
Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the Clerk of the Circuit Court as of and for the year 
ended September 30, 2014, and have issued our report thereon dated January 31, 2015. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and Chapter 10.550, Rules 
of the Florida Auditor General.   
 
Other Reports and Schedule 
 
We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in 
Accordance with Government Auditing Standards and Independent Auditor’s Report on an 
examination conducted in accordance with AICPA Professional Standards, Section 601, 
regarding compliance requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor 
General.  Disclosures in that report, which is dated January 31, 2015, should be considered in 
conjunction with this Management Letter. 
 
Prior Audit Findings 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the 
Management Letter, if not already addressed in the auditor’s report on compliance and internal 
controls, whether or not recommendations made in the preceding annual financial report have 
been followed.  There were no recommendations made in the preceding audit 
 
Official Title and Legal Authority 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and 
legal authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be 
disclosed in this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. 
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Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
 
 
Other Matters 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address in the 
Management Letter any recommendations to improve financial management. In connection with 
our audit, we did not have any such recommendations. 
 
Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we address noncompliance 
with provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or abuse, that have occurred, or are likely to 
have occurred, that have an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but 
which warrants the attention of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we 
did not have any such findings. 
 
Purpose of this Letter 
 
Our Management Letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing 
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the 
Florida Auditor General, Federal and other granting agencies, the Board of Supervisors, and 
applicable management, and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. 
 

Berger, Toombs, Elam, 
Gaines & Frank 
 
Berger, Toombs, Elam, Gaines & Frank 
Certified Public Accountants PL 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
 
January 31, 2015 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT/COMPLIANCE WITH 

SECTION 218.415, FLORIDA STATUTES 
 

 
 
Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
 
We have examined Clerk of the Circuit Court's compliance with Section 218.415, Florida 
Statutes during the year ended September 30, 2014.  Management is responsible for the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and, accordingly, included examining, on a 
test basis, evidence about the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance with those requirements 
and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We 
believe that our examination provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our examination does 
not provide a legal determination on the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance with the 
specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Clerk of the Circuit Court complied, in all material respects, with the 
aforementioned requirements during the year ended September 30, 2014. 
 

Berger, Toombs, Elam, 
Gaines & Frank 
 
Berger, Toombs, Elam, Gaines & Frank 
Certified Public Accountants PL 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
 
January 31, 2015 
 



INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT/COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTIONS 28.35 AND 28.36, FLORIDA STATUTES 

 
Clerk of the Circuit Court  
St. Lucie County, Florida 

 
September 30, 2014 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT/COMPLIANCE WITH 

SECTIONS 28.35 AND 28.36, FLORIDA STATUTES 
 
 
Honorable Joseph E. Smith 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
St. Lucie County, Florida 
 
 
We have examined Clerk of the Circuit Court's compliance with Sections 28.35 and 28.36, 
Florida Statutes during the year ended September 30, 2014.  Management is responsible for the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance based on our examination. 
 
Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and, accordingly, included examining, on a 
test basis, evidence about the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance with those requirements 
and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We 
believe that our examination provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our examination does 
not provide a legal determination on the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s compliance with the 
specified requirements. 
 
In our opinion, the Clerk of the Circuit Court complied, in all material respects, with the 
aforementioned requirements during the year ended September 30, 2014. 
 

Berger, Toombs, Elam, 
Gaines & Frank 
 
Berger, Toombs, Elam, Gaines & Frank 
Certified Public Accountants PL 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
 
January 31, 2015 
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